


Main Downtown Route
Core Route & Extension

D – designated under the Ontario Heritage Act

Owen Sound Bay
Owen Sound Bay is a broad valley that cuts through 

the Niagara Escarpment.  The valley preceded the last 
great Ice Age, but was broadened by the action of gla-
cial ice, then by the erosive forces of the Sydenham and 
Pottawatomi Rivers.  During his preliminary survey of 
Lake Huron in 1815, Captain William Fitzwilliam Owen 
named the bay for his brother, Admiral Sir Edward Wil-
liam Campbell Rich Owen.

1) CNR Station
    • 1155 First Avenue West

The former Canadian National Railway Station was 
built in 1932, replacing the Grand Trunk Station of 
1894.  Passenger service ended in 1970, freight ser-
vice in 1986.  The tracks were removed in 1995.  The 
station now houses the Marine & Rail Museum, and the 
City’s Visitor Information Centre.

2) Corbet Foundry & Machine Co.
    • 1050 First Avenue West

The foundry was established by George Corbet and 
Son in 1853.  This structure, erected in 1910, is re-
puted to be the first poured-in-place concrete building 
in Canada.  It specialized in steel truss bridges, boilers, 
iron and brass castings, pipe fittings and blacksmith-
ing.

3) Drs. Dow & Pollock House
    • 1000 First Avenue West

This Queen Anne Revival style house was built by 
Dr. William Dow in 1893-94.  Dr. Alan Pollock, with his 
wife Grace, a niece of Dr. Dow, purchased the house in 
1937.  It was used as a medical centre and residence 
until 1978, when Dr. Alan Pollock resigned his practice.
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7) Atkins House
    • 215/217 Eighth Street West - D

This red brick, two-and-a-half storey house poses a 
solid counterpoint to the library “kitty corner” to it.  The 
corner tower, with its gracefully flared roof interrupted 
by a mini gable, mimics the parapet gables on each 
side of the house - a light-hearted note to counter the 
rectitude of the overall Victorian design.

To continue the Core Route, cross the bridge & go to #21
To the extended route, go to # 8

Note: during winter, the Mill Dam may not be snow-free

8) Kennedy Terrace
    • 791-795 Second Avenue West

This site originally housed Heap’s Furniture Fac-
tory – a board & batten building on a stone foundation 
– then a fanning mill factory.  In 1900, after the factory 
burned, local contractor J. C. Kennedy built this terrace 
on the original foundation.

9) Webster/Case House
    • 767 Second Avenue West

Circa 1910, this residence housed two of Owen 
Sound’s mayors:  William Webster (1918), and Garfield 
Case (1945).  In a 1945 by-election Liberal Prime Min-
ister Mackenzie King chose North Grey as a riding for 
General Andrew McNaughton, Minister of National De-
fence.  The conscription issue dominated the election. 
In a surprise outcome, Case, the Progressive Conserva-
tive candidate, defeated McNaughton (see #14).

10) Urquhart House
      • 745 Second Avenue West

This “Ontario Cottage,” built circa 1858, is a ver-
nacular version of an English Regency cottage, repre-
sented by the central entrance, square floor plan and 
medium hipped roof.  A stone cellar accommodated 
the kitchen and staff quarters.  Grocery merchant Don-
ald P. Urquhart acquired the property in 1880, and it 
remained in his family until 1974.

11) Scott/Manley House
      • 712 Second Avenue West

Thomas Scott came to Owen Sound in 1850.  At one 
time he owned all the land from 7th Street to the mill 
dam.  Scott was a Mason, a town councillor, harbour 
master, mayor and Conservative M.P.P.  Scott’s stone 
cottage was later enlarged by druggist Arthur Wood 
Manley.

57) Billy Bishop Heritage Museum
      • 948 Third Avenue West - D

Built in 1884, this is the boyhood home of William 
Avery “Billy” Bishop, World War I flying ace and Victoria 
Cross recipient.  A Museum since 1987, it was named 
a National Historic Site in May 2002.  This house was 
built in the Queen Anne Revival Style, with its asym-
metrical proportions, a variety of window shapes and 
decorative millwork.

58) Former U.S. Consulate
      • 932 Third Avenue West

Built in 1889, the house was used, circa 1910-1912, 
as a U.S. Consulate. The Italianate style features include 
an L-shaped plan, with an imposing tower tucked in the 
front façade; lacking the finer Italianate details, such as 
brackets and paired round-headed windows, this struc-
ture is a Vernacular example, with an Italian influence.

59) Harrison House
      • 927 Third Avenue West

Built in the 1870s, this house was owned by the 
Harrison family, early settlers who founded flour and 
saw mills at the Mill Dam in 1848. Harrison Park is also 
named after them.  This Vernacular eclectic Victorian 
style contains a mixture of elements, including pedi-
mented dormers and gables, bays, tall chimneys, con-
tinuous sills and string courses.

60) Lemon House
      • 284 Ninth Street West

Built in 1891, the Lemon family owned this house 
for most of the 20th century. Built in two parts, the sec-
tion with the vestibule tower was constructed first and 
the section facing Third Avenue added 10 years later. 
The Victorian style can be seen in the irregular plan 
and mix of gables, turrets and corners.



61) Wilkinson House
      • 903 Second Avenue West

Built in 1912 by F.C. (Charles) Wilkinson, a shoe 
store owner, this house stayed in the family until the 
21st century.  Restored in 2002, care was taken to 
maintain the authenticity of the traditional façade and 
interior decorating.  Its Arts and Craft style is shown in 
the workmanship and detailing; even the landscape of 
the house is of the original design.

62) Wright House
      • 935 Second Avenue West

Built in 1912, the most outstanding quality of this 
building is the intricate three-storey tower on the north-
west corner of the building. The mansard roof signals 
this as a Second Empire style, though it contains many 
High Victorian elements, such as the massing of units 
and large stained glass window.

63) 949 Second Avenue West
Built in 1895, architecturally this is a member of the 

Queen Anne Revival. Characteristics of this style include 
the tower, verandah, irregular massing, stepped hip 
roof, barge closed gables and various types of sheath-
ing on the façade.

Street Numbering System

In 1907, Owen Sound’s street names were changed 
to numbers.  Numbered streets made home mail de-
livery easier.  Furthermore, Reeve F.W. Harrison, who 
had lived in New York City, favoured the system.  (The 
original names are in parentheses on the map.)  Owen 
Sound’s street numbering system is simple: the Syden-
ham River divides the City into east and west sides, 
avenues run north-south, streets east-west; addresses 
are even numbered on the west sides of avenues and 
on the north sides of streets; each block represents an 
increase of 100 in the numbering system.

4) Charles Rankin House
    • 996 First Avenue West

Appointed Deputy Provincial Surveyor in 1820, 
Charles Rankin surveyed most of Grey and Bruce 
Counties, including the town site of what is now Owen 
Sound.  He lived in this house from 1851 until his death 
in 1886.  A private banker and a wealthy man, he lived 
simply, as evidenced in this plain dwelling, originally 
frame and bricked over at a later time.

5) Former Christian Science Society
    • 898 First Avenue West - D

Built in the early 1870s from native stone cut on 
the site, this was originally a Congregational Church, 
then, in 1902, a meeting hall of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, which got its start in Owen Sound.  
It is the oldest existing church building in the City.  In 
1963 the Christian Science Society purchased it. Today 
it is privately owned.

6) Owen Sound & North Grey Union
    Public Library
    • 824 First Avenue West

The Public Library was established in 1855 as a Me-
chanics’ Institute.  The present building was erected 
in 1911 with an Andrew Carnegie grant.  The addition 
dates from 1972.



17) Poulett Place
      • 695 Second Avenue East

This Victorian Gothic Revival-style house was built 
about 1875 and named after Poulett Street (2nd Ave E.), 
in turn named after Governor General Lord Sydenham 
(Charles Poulett Thomson).  Lord Sydenham presided over 
the first parliament of Canada.  It was later occupied by the 
McLauchlans, owners of the McLauchlan Biscuit & Confec-
tionery Company (see #12).

18) Temporary House built for Buchan Family
      • 111 Seventh Street East

This house, built in 1853, was home for the Buchan 
family for two years while Buchan Manor was built.  It is 
thought to be of log construction, later veneered with brick.  
Huge, unpeeled logs support the house.  The rear addition 
is built of wide, thick boards, sealed with battens, and then 
covered with roughcast.

19) Dental Clinic
      • 704 Second Avenue East

Like its neighbour, the Dental Clinic is an Italianate 
structure. Notice the differences between the two houses.  
The low roof pitch, decorative eaves, with their brackets 
and string courses, and the highly ornamental window 
hoods are often found in this style.

20) Dr. Alan Cameron House
      • 712 Second Avenue East

Dr. Alan Cameron, a graduate of the University of 
Glasgow, came to Owen Sound in 1854.  He played a ma-
jor role in the founding of the General and Marine Hospital, 
and was Medical Officer of Health and Chief Surgeon for 
the Canadian Pacific Railway.  The house, with its imposing 
entrance and generous windows, was built about 1870.

To return to the Core Route, go to #21

Origins of the Commercial District
Second Avenue and Eighth Street East mark the first 

intersection of the village of Sydenham.  Eighth Street East 
was the first street to be cut through the bush, away from 
the settlement by the river.  Look up as you walk, the upper 
storeys are more representative of the original architecture 
than today’s modernized store fronts.

21) Legate Building
      • 790 Second Avenue East

This structure was built for William Legate in 1906, with 
shops below and apartments above. Legate established 
the Owen Sound Furniture House in 1914. Renovated in 
the 1930s, marble inserts below massive display windows, 
wooden signage and awnings complement the original 
style. The second floor windows are now recessed, with 
stone sills.

48) Clifton Hotel
      • 1123 Third Avenue East - D

Built circa 1850, the Derby Apartments was originally 
a Georgian style hotel, first called May’s Hotel after the 
original owner, then the Clifton Hotel and the Stonehaven. 
The present name was given by its owner, Wilfred Squire, 
who lived in Derby Township, west of Owen Sound.

49) Old Grey County Court House
      • 1235 Third Avenue East - D

Built in 1853, this example of Canada West Classical 
Revival is constructed of rubble stone with golden quar-
ried limestone overlaying the front façade. Elements in-
clude a deep intricate cornice, and side panels and fan-
light over the main door. The tower is a later addition; 
in 1885, the large two-storey addition was made to the 
south end.

50) 1258 Third Avenue East
Originally built as a Regency cottage in 1874, the 

Queen Anne-style top was added after 1885. Divided into 
apartments in 1920, the northern part of the house was 
added around this time. The home features tall chimneys, 
an offset tower, a broad verandah, a turret, and three dif-
ferent types of sheeting. There is a Gothic motif in all of 
the windows.

51) Station Hotel
      • 1199 First Avenue East

Built close to the original Canadian Pacific Railway 
buildings, the Station Hotel served both boat and train 
passengers.  Today an art gallery graces the main floor, 
with living accommodation above.

52) Canadian Pacific Railway Station
      • First Avenue East at 12th Street East

Rail service came to Owen Sound in 1873, and be-
came CPR in 1883; the complex once included grain ele-
vators, roundhouse, station, freight sheds, etc.  The pres-
ent station was built in the International style in 1946-47 
as part of CPRs post Second World War modernization.  
Passenger service ended in 1970, freight service in the 
early-1990s; the station was vacated in 1994, the tracks 
removed in 1995.



53) Old Bus Terminal
      • 1023 Second Avenue East - D

Built in 1945, this Art Moderne structure is not typical 
of main street Owen Sound, however, its massing and 
strong horizontal lines, which continue around the flank 
of the building, provide a visual terminus to the block. 
Influenced by streamlining and period industrial design, 
these style elements are appropriately applied here to 
the former bus station.

To follow the Billy Bishop Route, go to #54

Billy Bishop Route

54) 128-132 Tenth Street West
Once the residence of two doctors, this vernacular 

example of the Second Empire includes typical style el-
ements, such as a slate tiled mansard roof pierced by 
large arch-headed dormer windows. Brackets support 
the eaves above a dentil moulding decorated frieze. 
Large elliptical-topped windows have one light per sash, 
stone sills and brick arches.

55) Notter House
      • 219 Tenth Street West

Built in 1868 by Richard Notter, who served two 
terms as mayor (1887 and 1888), this Second Empire 
structure has a mansard roof, typical of the style, with 
brackets, pointed dormers and ornate molding.  The 
eastern half of the building has been divided into three 
units, while the western side has two units.

56) Central Westside United Church
      • 310 Tenth Street West - D

Built in 1910 as Westside Methodist Church and 
constructed of local materials, the original pipe organ 
remains.  Designed to be seen diagonally from across 
the street, this church has two wooden cupolas atop oc-
tagonal turrets, mullioned stained-glass windows, even-
ly coursed squared limestone foundation. The hip roof 
incorporates several gable ends bricked to peaks.

12) W. G. McLauchlan House
      • 680 Second Avenue West

James McLauchlan emigrated from Scotland in 1854.  
His biscuit and confectionery company, J. H. McLauch-
lan & Sons, based in Williamsford in 1869, then Owen 
Sound in 1876, became one of Grey County’s largest 
manufacturers and was sold to National Grocers in the 
1940s.  His son, William, built this stately English Tudor 
Revival residence in 1910.

13) Cement Block House
      • 665 Second Avenue West

Thomas Dates built this 2½-storey house on the 
Sydenham River in 1909.  Dates, a chemical engineer 
with the Sun Cement Company, built it to demonstrate 
what could be done with cement blocks.  Choice birch, 
elm and oak trim grace the interior, along with exquisite 
glass doors.

14) Wilcox/Bowman House
      • 606 Second Avenue West - D

Milliner and “fancy goods” merchant Buell Wilcox 
built this vernacular Ontario Gothic house in 1870.  H. 
H. Bowman purchased the house in the early 1900s and 
constructed the addition.  Bowman was the campaign 
manager for General Andrew McNaughton in the by-
election of 1945 (see #9).

15) Mill Dam & Fish Ladder
In the 1840s, Surveyor Charles Rankin set aside 35 

acres for a mill reserve on the Sydenham River.  The first 
dam and a grist mill were built soon after by John Frost.  
Rainbow trout use the ladder in the spring, salmon in the 
fall, to by-pass the dam on their way up river to spawn.

Sydenham River
The Sydenham River rises in marl-bottomed Williams 

Lake, a kettle lake in the former Holland Township, now 
part of Chatsworth.  It tumbles over the Niagara Escarp-
ment at Inglis Falls, one of the area’s prime natural at-
tractions.  The river is named for Viscount Sydenham, 
Governor-General of Upper Canada in 1841.

16) Buchan Manor
      • 682 Second Avenue East

This Georgian style house was built in 1855 by Walter 
E. Buchan of Glasgow.  The walls - golden Niagara Es-
carpment limestone - are 27 inches thick.  The ceilings 
are 13 feet high.  Legend goes that an artist painted the 
Union Jack on the dining room ceiling so that the family 
could always dine under the British flag.



26) Coates & Best Building
      • 883 Second Avenue East - D

Built in 1902, this building has always been a statio-
nery and bookstore.  Its façade is continuous with that of 
the adjoining building.  Repetitive window patterns lend 
visual significance.  The upper windows are surrounded 
by recessed masonry arches.  A moulded cornice sepa-
rates the lower storefront from the upper façade.

27) Whole Foods Store
      • 941 Second Avenue East - D

This commercial building is distinguished by unusual 
glazing in the upper store front, a pattern suggestive of 
the Art Deco style.  The architectural importance of the 
building is contextual, part of the overall visual integrity 
of the downtown.

28) McKay Bros. Ltd. Store
      • 942 Second Avenue East - D

This building, with its 
prominent brick pilasters, 
window arches, ornate 
cornice, frieze of classical 
swags, original sign and 
large windows, is a major 
design feature in the down-
town.  Note the painted sign 
on the upper south wall.  
Built in 1905, this three-sto-
rey Beaux-Arts-influenced 
building was McKay Bros. 
dry goods store from 1924 
until 1989.

29) Commercial Terrace & Commercial Building
      • 958/966 & 992 Second Avenue East - D

These heritage buildings are typical of 19th centu-
ry small town Ontario main streets.  The nine arcaded 
windows above the two stores at 958/966 are separated 
by brick pilasters and echoed by nine vents above, em-
phasized by polychromatic brickwork.  The architectural 
features at 992 are the finely detailed window ornamen-
tation and cornice work.

30) Superior Block
      • 1002 Second Avenue East

Built around 1880, this three-storey, six-sided 
building was originally named the “Superior Block.” It 
was later named the “Griffith Block” for John Charles 
Griffith, who came to Owen Sound in 1875 and estab-
lished a tannery and a harness shop.  Patterned brick-
work emphasizes the building’s round-headed windows 
and corners.

39) Row Housing
      • 938 to 1000 Fifth Avenue East

All built in the late 1800s, this collection of three row 
housing groups consist of a mixture of styles, including 
Gothic Revival and Italianate, with a variety of architec-
tural elements, such as gables, round headed windows, 
gingerbread trim and bay windows.  Originally built as 
rental units, most of these are now individually owned.

40) Butchart Estate
      • 919 Fifth Avenue East

The Queen Anne Revival home was built in 1880 
by Robert Pim Butchart, who pioneered the cement in-
dustry in Canada in 1888. In 1904, he moved his busi-
ness to Vancouver Island where his wife, Jennie, created 
Butchart Gardens, now a famous tourist attraction in the 
abandoned quarries around their home.  The tower is 
of particular interest because of the curved glass win-
dows.

41) Rixon House
      • 894 Fifth Avenue East

This Georgian style home, built in the late 1850s, 
was used for church services until 1874, then as a pri-
vate school, a grammar school and a boarding house.  
Sold to the Rixons in 1888, it stayed in the family until 
1973.  Elements of this style include the front façade, 
twice as long as the sides, with a centred door, flanked 
by windows on both sides.

42) 452 Ninth Street East
This restrained Queen Anne Revival style, built circa 

1900, has strong verticals, the bay window on the south 
side, the steeply sloped roof, tall chimneys and off-set 
front gable.  Highly decorative, the ‘eye-let’ type design 
on the bargeboard and the equilaterally arched, slatted 
windows below the gable tend to soften the stiff, angular 
feeling.



43) 895 Fourth Avenue East
Built in the early 1870s, this home was used as a 

manse for Knox Presbyterian Church for five years after 
the turn of the century.  It was then owned by a photogra-
pher and a doctor.  Today it is used as apartments.  Orig-
inally Georgian in style, with simple design elements, 
two additions added the large tower, bay windows, and 
hipped roof.

44) Knox United Church
      • 890 Fourth Avenue East

Built in 1873 and enlarged in 1886, this church was 
originally Presbyterian, forming in 1846 with the Congre-
gationalist Union, it became a United Church in 1925.  
In 1919 the Memorial Casavant Organ was installed and 
dedicated in remembrance of the 22 men who gave their 
lives in the Great War, 1914-1918. The organ console is 
being refurbished and will be rededicated on June 20, 
2007.

45) 881 Third Avenue East
There was likely another building on this site for a 

number of years before this structure was built circa 1910.  
A drug store once occupied the corner suite.  Architectur-
ally, this building is Ontario Vernacular with some Neo-
Classic details such as the pediment with cornice returns 
on the corner and the entablature and frieze trim.

46) Old Post Office
      • 291 Ninth Street East - D

Built in the Beaux-Arts style as a Post Office in 1910, 
the building was sold in 1958 and now contains com-
mercial uses and apartments.  The main floor is con-
structed of rock-faced limestone, the second floor of 
ashlar (smooth faced stone), and the third is lit by alter-
nating pediment and curved-roof dormers. Granite pil-
lars crowned by Ionic Capitols flank the corners of the 
building giving the appearance of supporting the man-
sard roof.

To follow the Old Courthouse Route, go to #46
To follow the Billy Bishop Route, go to #53

Old Courthouse Route

47) Beth Ezekiel Synagogue
      • 313 11th Street East - D

Owen Sound has been home to a Jewish population 
for as long as there has been a town here. Regular ser-
vices were being held by 1904, first in homes, then in 
rented accommodations. In 1947, the Calvary Church 
was purchased and named in honour of Isaac Ezekiel Ca-
desky, a driving force in the establishment of the present 
synagogue.

22) Waterworks/Market Building
      • 110-114 Eighth Street East - D

The Market Building was built in 1868 by the Parker 
Brothers (see #24) as a private waterworks, and taken 
over by the town in 1890.  The building became a farm-
ers’ market in 1935.  The surrounding site has been in 
continual use as a market for over 150 years.  The sym-
metry of this vernacular building’s utilitarian design is 
emphasized by the centre gable with its bull’s-eye vent. 
Visit the Market on Saturday mornings to enjoy some of 
the area’s finest wares.

23) Coulson British Hotel
      • 801 Second Avenue East

Two years after his arrival in 1854, J. P. Coulson 
opened Coulson’s British Hotel, the village’s first major 
hotel, with 80 rooms, stables, dining rooms, a bar, and 
a women’s parlour.  Its utilitarian design has lost its front 
balcony, and gable-end pitched roof.  It’s rumoured that 
there was a secret room, once a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad.  

24) Parker’s Drugstore
      • 854-856 Second Avenue East

Originally the home of Owen Sound’s first telegraph 
and telephone exchange, this building later became 
Parker’s Drugstore, part of Ontario’s first drugstore 
chain.  The words “Parker’s” and “Toiletries” are still vis-
ible above the entrance doorway.  This commercial ter-
race features intricate brickwork in contrasting colours.

25) Fulford Hardware 
      • 874 Second Avenue East

Edgar Allan Fulford was born in Sydenham Town-
ship.  He opened his first hardware store across from 
City Hall, and moved to this location in 1941.  Original 
floors and fixtures help maintain this store’s old-fash-
ioned atmosphere.  The first floor façade at the main 
entrance, door, posts, windows and leaded glass over 
the doorway, are original.





35) First Baptist Church
     • 990 Fourth Avenue East

Owen Sound’s first Baptist congregation was estab-
lished in 1853, with early services held in various loca-
tions.  Their first services at this site were held in 1879.  
This stone church was built in 1903.  The semi-ellipti-
cal windows are characteristic of the Italianate in style.  
Square-plan corner towers give vertical emphasis, ter-
minating in octagonal caps.

36) Church of the Nazarene
      • 386 Tenth Street East

One of the earliest congregations in Owen Sound, 
the Church of Christ Disciples was formed in 1842.  They 
built this church in 1889.  The style is that of an early 
English country church, with steeply pitched roofline 
and sloping buttresses.  Unusual gables are cut into the 
roof at the sides of the building.  In 1957 the Church of 
the Nazarene bought the building.

37) St. George’s Anglican Church
      • 1049 Fourth Avenue East

The Anglican congregation was established in Owen 
Sound in 1849.  This building was built in 1881, pat-
terned after St. Mary’s Church in Bristol, England.  Goth-
ic design elements include a graceful tower and spire, 
exterior glazing bars in the windows and the quatrefoil 
(similar to a four-leaf clover).

38) Division Street United Church
      • 997 Fourth Avenue East

This congregation was formed in 1856, with the first 
church on this site (Division Street Presbyterian), a frame 
building, erected in 1857.  The current church was built 
in 1886.  The congregation joined the United Church of 
Canada in 1925.  Elements of the Gothic Revival style 
include a square tower, stepped buttresses and expert 
stonework.

31) Seldon House
      • 1005 Second Avenue East - D

Built in 1887 as a hotel with 44 rooms, three par-
lours, bar, dining room and commercial sample rooms, 
from 1904 to 1937, it was a temperance hotel operated 
by daughters of Mrs. R. J. Doyle - a founder of the Wom-
en’s Christian Temperance Union.  A key element of the 
downtown streetscape, the exterior of the building was 
restored in the 1980s.  

To follow the Salvation Corners Route, go to #32
To follow the Billy Bishop Route, go to #54

Salvation Corners Route

32) Sloan Building
      • 229 Tenth Street East - D

Irish-born John Sloan constructed this building be-
tween 1867 and 1869, as a melodeon factory and sales 
outlet.  He lived upstairs with his family until his death 
in about 1892.  Raised brick quoins terminate in corbels 
and dentils under the front roof.  Parapet walls, an old-
world style rare in this region, rise above the roof line 
and end in tall chimneys.

33) Damnation Corners
      • corner of Tenth Street & Third Avenue East.

Known as “Damnation Corners,” where four hotels 
once stood.

To follow the Old Courthouse Route, go to #46

34) Salvation Corners
      • corner of Tenth Street & Fourth Avenue East

This intersection has been dubbed “Salvation Cor-
ners” because of the four remarkable limestone church-
es that anchor this intersection.




